
8th Grade Social Studies Distance Learning Packet 
 

 Virtual Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.   Student Name: __________________________________   
 
Teacher Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

May 4 May 5 May 6 May 7 May 8 

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks: 
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board  

Standard:  8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board 

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks:   
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board 
 

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board 

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board 
 

Extension Activities 
The Story of Reconstruction 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C
jetWrsQb-E 

 
 

Extension Activities 
The Reconstruction Amendments  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E
TI0Y9zgZWA 

Extension Activities 
https://www.blackpast.org/african-
american-history/port-royal-
experiment-1862-1865/ 

 

Extension Activities 
None 

Extension Activities 
None 

May 11 May 12 May 13 May 14 May 15 
Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks: 
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board  

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks: 
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board  

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks: 
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board  

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks: 
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board  

Standard: 8.4.CO, 8.4.CC, 8.4.E 
 
Learning Tasks: 
Complete a task from the 
Reconstruction Choice Board  
 

Extension Activities 
None 

Extension Activities 
None 

Extension Activities 
None 

Extension Activities 
None 

Extension Activities 
None 

May 18 May 19 May 20 May 21 May 22 

Standard: 8.5.CX, 8.5.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the Civil 
Rights Choice Board 

Standard: 8.5.CX, 8.5.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the Civil 
Rights Choice Board 
 
 

Standard: 8.5.CX, 8.5.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the Civil 
Rights Choice Board 
 
 

Standard: 8.5.CX, 8.5.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the Civil 
Rights Choice Board 
 
 

Standard: 8.5.CX, 8.5.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
Complete a task from the Civil 
Rights Choice Board 
 

Extension Activities 
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-
sets/the-civil-rights-movement 

 
 
 

Extension Activities 
https://sn4.scholastic.com/pages/text-
sets/the-civil-rights-movement.html 

Extension Activities 
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-
rights-movement 

Extension Activities 
https://www.khanacademy.org/huma
nities/us-history/postwarera/civil-
rights-movement/a/introduction-to-
the-civil-rights-movement 

Extension Activities 
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ci
vil_rights/african-
american_civil_rights_movement.php 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjetWrsQb-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjetWrsQb-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETI0Y9zgZWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETI0Y9zgZWA
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/port-royal-experiment-1862-1865/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/port-royal-experiment-1862-1865/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/port-royal-experiment-1862-1865/
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-sets/the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-sets/the-civil-rights-movement
https://sn4.scholastic.com/pages/text-sets/the-civil-rights-movement.html
https://sn4.scholastic.com/pages/text-sets/the-civil-rights-movement.html
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/civil-rights-movement/a/introduction-to-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/civil-rights-movement/a/introduction-to-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/civil-rights-movement/a/introduction-to-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/civil-rights-movement/a/introduction-to-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/african-american_civil_rights_movement.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/african-american_civil_rights_movement.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/african-american_civil_rights_movement.php
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Reconstruction 

Background Information: 

Reconstruction, the period (1865–1877) that followed the American Civil War. Attempts were made to redress the injustices of slavery and its political, social, and economic legacy to 

solve the problems arising from the readmission to the Union of the 11 states that had seceded at or before the outbreak of war. Reconstruction witnessed far-reaching changes in 

America’s political life. At the national level, new laws and constitutional amendments permanently altered the federal system and the definition of American citizenship. In the 

South, a politically mobilized black community joined with white allies to bring the Republican Party to power and with it a redefinition of the responsibilities of government. 

Reconstruction policies had little economic impact on the South’s recovery from the devastation of the Civil War. The economy continued to rest on agriculture and cotton, but now 

depended on sharecropping rather than slave labor. The national government did not see its role as taking an active hand in managing the economy until the twentieth century and 

so the national government did not rebuild the war-torn region economically. The South remained in a state of economic depression well into the twentieth century. As a result of 

the war and the thirteenth amendment, plantation owners lost their labor force and a very large part of their wealth. Many were astonished that their former slaves, who they 

thought were loyal to them, left the plantations. Feeling betrayed and resentful of their former slaves’ attitudes, many became more hostile to the freedman. Now they were forced 

to perform all the normal household and farm duties themselves or pay their workers, but their investments in Confederate dollars were worthless. All they had was the land. 

Facilitated by the Freedman’s Bureau, many entered sharecropping relationships with freedmen and reestablished their former position as master through a new means. 

Sharecroppers tilled the land that belonged to their former masters in exchange for a share of the crops. Although the planter elite tried to hold onto slave-like conditions through 

the Black Codes and control the government of the state through the constitution of 1865, Congressional Reconstruction brought a temporary end to their political control of South 

Carolina. However, plantation owners and the middle class engaged in violence and intimidation against African Americans throughout Reconstruction.                                                               

Source: Fonder, E. (2020). Reconstruction. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. Retrieved from: https://www.britannica.com/event/Reconstruction-United-States-history 

Reconstruction Timeline 

1865 • 13th Amendment ratified, ending slavery 

• President Lincoln assassinated; President Johnson inaugurated 

• Freedmen’s Bureau was established 

• Ku Klux Klan established 

1867 Reconstruction Act and Tenure Act passed in Congress 

1868 • 14th Amendment ratified, granting citizenship to all those born in the U.S.  

• Johnson impeached 

1870 • 15th Amendment ratified, granting voting rights to all male citizens 

• Force Act passed in Congress; the federal law written to empower the President with the legal authority to enforce the first 
section of the Fifteenth Amendment throughout the United States. 

1871 Ku Klux Klan Act passed in Congress; Congress authorizes President Ulysses S. Grant to declare martial law, impose heavy penalties 
against terrorist organizations and use military force to suppress the Ku Klux Klan (KKK). 

1872 Freedmen’s Bureau terminated 

1873 Slaughterhouse Cases 

1875 Civil Rights Acts 1875 

1877 The end of Reconstruction; the Compromise of 1876 and the election of Rutherford B. Hayes 
effectively ended the Reconstruction era. 

 

Glossary: 

Plessey v. Ferguson: In 1896 the 

U.S Supreme court ruled 

"separate but equal" facilities are 

constitutional. 

Lynching is a planned unjust 

killing by a group. (e.g. public 

executions or extreme 

punishment of an alleged of 

offender.) 

Desegregation means ending 

racial segregation. 

Integration ended race-based 

segregation by attempting to 

merge white and black society in 

public settings.  

 

 

RNL 
CC 
SCB 
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Reconstruction Choice Board 
May 4th -May 15th  

Directions:  For the next two weeks you have choice in the assignments you complete.  Each project will count for a specific number of points. CHOOSE the projects 
you wish to complete over the next two weeks. You need to select assignments that will total 100 points. Assignments should be completed on notebook paper or 
in Word to upload to Schoology. 

The more you look… 
Find a primary source that was created 
during the Reconstruction Era (1865-1877). 
Analyze the document. Explain the 
following:  

1. Who created it? 
2. Who is within the document? 
3. Why do you think it was created? 
4. What is the message of the 

document? 
 

(30 points) 

Illustrated Timeline 
Create an illustrated timeline of the 
Reconstruction Era (1865-1877). The 
timeline may be created by drawing, 
clipping pictures from magazines or 
newspapers for pasting on notebook 
paper, or created using PowerPoint, Word, 
or Sway. The timeline must include at least 
one significant event for each year of the 
time period, a picture, and a summary of 
what happened. 
 
(50 points) 

The Sequel 
Pretend history is being re-written. Write 
an alternative ending that explains the 
causes and effects of the 14th Amendment. 
Your story must be at least 200-250 words, 
1 page handwritten, or one page typed 
using double-space with 1-inch margins.  
 
(40 points) 

Talk Show 
Pretend you are hosting a talk show. You 
must interview a historical figure about 
events that relate to their period. Write 7 
interview questions to ask one of the 
following people why Reconstruction was 
a success or failure. 

• President Lincoln 

• President Johnson 

• Governor Wade Hampton 

• A Carpetbagger 

• A Radical Republican 
(20 Points) 

Compare and Contrast 
Compare and contrast the President’s 
plans for Reconstruction in a Venn 
Diagram or a three-column chart to list 2 
similarities and 4 differences. 
 
(20 points) 
 
 

Journal Entry/Diary Entry 
Create a diary or journal entry that talks 
about a day in the life of a Carpetbagger or 
Scalawag in South Carolina during 
Reconstruction.  
Your entry must be at least 200-250 words, 
1 page handwritten, or one page typed 
using double-space with 1-inch margins.  
(40 points) 

Study Guide Review 
Build a test study guide for Reconstruction 
with 20 review questions. You do not need 
to answer the questions, but the questions 
should reflect what you know about the 
time period.  
 
(20 points) 

Wanted Poster 
Create a wanted poster by drawing on 
notebook paper or using Microsoft Word 
of a historical figure during the 
Reconstruction Era (1865-1877). List their 
crime, where they were last seen, a 
description of their appearance and the 
reward for their capture.  
(30 points) 

What’s That Word? 
Reconstruction 

• Choose 5 words that relate to 
Reconstruction. 

• Define each word. 
 

 (10 points) 
 

Comic Strip 
Create a comic strip about a historical 
event that occurred during the 1865-1877 
relating to Reconstruction that was a 
major turning point.  
 
(20 points) 
 

Connections 
Make a connection. How does the 
Freedmen’s Bureau connect to the Port 
Royal Experiment? 
Write 3-5 sentences. Include specific 
historical evidence.  
 
(10 Points) 

Write it Out! 
Write a poem, rap, or song that explains 
the efforts of the Freedmen’s Bureau.  
 
(10 points) 

 

Circle the projects that you complete.  Add the number of points earned to find your total points earned.      Total points: ___________________ 
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Reconstruction Resource 
The political cartoon below is an example of a primary source.  
In the Reconstruction Choice Board, “The more you look…” option 
wants you to analyze a primary source.  

Research Tip: Underline the key words or phrases in your 
Reconstruction Choice Board and use the underlined words to do a 
google search to help find material to use for that choice. 

Civil Rights Resources 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: March on Washington 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (center), with other civil rights 

supporters at the March on Washington, D.C., in August 

1963.AP Images 

The Movement Begins 

Nearly 100 years after the Civil War, the 

civil rights of African Americans were 

limited by state laws and discrimination. 

Some civil rights are the right to vote, the 

right to equal treatment, and the right to 

speak out. In the early 1950s, segregation 

was legal. Many Americans believed it 

should not be. African Americans went to 

court to end segregation. In 1954, the 

Supreme Court ordered the 

desegregation of public schools. An 

Alabama law said that African Americans 

had to sit at the back of the bus. In 1955 

in Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks 

refused to move to the back of a bus. She 

was arrested. Her church organized a 

protest. African Americans boycotted the 

buses until buses were desegregated. 

This was the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

Martin Luther King Jr. helped lead the 

boycott. He believed in nonviolent 

protest. He wanted people to fight back 

using peaceful actions. In 1956, the 

Supreme Court said that segregation on 

buses was illegal. 

Civil Rights Victories: In 1960, African Americans held sit-ins in 54 cities. They sat at lunch counters that only served food to white people. They would not leave until they were 

served. In 1963, Congress was discussing a bill to end segregation. Martin Luther King Jr. and other leaders organized a protest march in Washington, D.C., to show support for the 

bill. The march on Washington got Americans to pay attention to the civil rights movement. President Lyndon Johnson worked with Congress to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It 

banned segregation in schools, at work, and in public places. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 guaranteed citizens of all races and ethnic backgrounds the right to vote. In 1968, 

Martin Luther King Jr. was shot. People from all backgrounds continued the struggle for civil rights. 
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Civil Rights Movement (1940-1970s)  

Background Information: During the 1940s to 1970s, the Civil Rights Movement in America was fueled by individuals and groups that wanted equality in society 
in the areas of education, housing, politics, and schooling. Prior to World War II, most blacks were low-wage farmers, factory workers, domestics, or servants. By 
the early 1940s, war-related work was booming, but most blacks were not given the better paying jobs. They were also discouraged from joining the military. 
Black men and women served heroically in World War II, despite suffering segregation and discrimination during their deployment. Many African American 
soldiers returning home from active duty in World War II contributed to the push for civil rights in the U.S. as they sought to rectify the gap between the 
democratic ideas they fought for abroad and their experiences with segregation at home. Upon returning home from World War II, African American soldiers 
were victims of hate crimes, lynching, and violence simply for wearing their uniforms in public. The effects of Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) eventually led to broad 
segregation laws for African Americans to have separate but equal facilities. Later court cases began to dismantle these laws throughout the South. South 
Carolina’s Briggs v. Elliott (1952) case became part of the national Brown v. Board of Education (1954) ruling which prohibited racial segregation in schools. By 
the mid-1950s, the modern Civil Rights Movement emerged to dismantle Jim Crow Laws across the south. During the Movement, students mobilized in South 
Carolina by participating in sit-ins and protests. Civil rights activists were often met with violence as they campaigned for equal rights. De jure [by right] 
segregation was abolished through Civil Rights era legislation; however, de facto [in reality] segregation continued and has implications throughout present-day 
society.   
 

African American groups like the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) started to fight Jim Crow laws in the 1940s and 1970s. 

Timeline 

1944 In Smith v. Allwright, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the "White primary," excluding blacks from voting, was unconstitutional. 

1948 President Truman signed Executive Order 9981, stating, "It is hereby declared to be the policy of the President that there shall be equality of treatment and 
opportunity for all persons in the armed services without regard to race, color, religion, or national origin." 

1951 The S.C. District Court rules in favor of the Clarendon County School Board in Briggs v. Elliott by 2-1 split decision. In his dissenting opinion, Judge Waring declares 
“segregation is per se inequality” and called upon the Supreme Court to render justice “for all men and all kinds of men.” 

1954 Brown v. Board of Education (Supreme Court) ruled "separate educational facilities are inherently unequal" and that "the plaintiffs and others similarly situated… are 
… deprived of the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment “ which ended segregated schools.  

1956 Montgomery (Alabama) Bus Boycott ended segregated public transportation 

1960 Sit-ins at restaurants and other public places to protest segregation 

1963 Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his famous I Have a Dream speech. 

1964 • The 24th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States abolished the poll tax, which had been instituted in southern states after Reconstruction to make 
it difficult for poor blacks to vote. 

• Civil Rights Act passed by President Johnson 

1965 Affirmative Action laws to help minority groups get jobs 

1966 South Carolina parks reopen as fully integrated facilities 

1967 • Thurgood Marshall became the first African American to serve as Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

• Loving v. Virginia allows for interracial marriages 

1968 • Orangeburg Massacre: Three students at S.C. State University were killed and many wounded by National Guardsmen which were summoned due to protests of 
segregation at a local bowling alley. 

• Martin Luther King Jr. is killed. 

• President Johnson signed the Fair Housing Act, prohibiting racial discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of most housing units in the country. 

1971 The U.S. Supreme Court, in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, upheld busing as a legitimate means for achieving the integration of public schools 
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Civil Rights Menu Choice Board 
May 18th – May 22nd  

Directions:  Choose a meal by selecting (1) appetizer, (1) entrée, and (1) dessert assignment to 
complete. 

Appetizers Entrees Desserts 

1. In 1-2 sentences explain how 
you would feel if you were 
the girl in the picture. 

 
 
 
 

 

A. What do you know of 
lynching, do you know of any 
people in history that were a 
victim to this act? 

 
In 10-12 sentences discuss 
whether you believe lynching to 
be a form of terrorism. 

I. Using information gathered 
from the photo, posted to the 
left, if you were a photographer 
draw or describe what the next 
picture would look like.  

 
2. Watch or read a copy of 

Martin Luther King’s “I have 
a Dream” speech and write a 
2-3 sentence response 
explaining what sticks out 
the most.  

 
 
 
 
 

B. Would you continue to serve? 
How would you respond to 
violence, and do you think the 
United States has gotten 
better in the way we treat our 
military? 

 
In 10-12 sentences discuss how 
you would feel having served a 
country that did not serve you in 
return.  

II. What would you do? 
 
If you saw injustice like what was 
seen by African Americans during 
the Civil Rights Era, what would you 
do? Choose one of the following to 
complete. 

• Create a protest sign with a 
catch phrase. 

• Write a speech of protest.  

• Write a letter to your 
representative. 

3. Using the internet, research 
Isaac Woodard. Explain 
who he was and why his 
story was important to S.C. 
History in 2-3 sentences. 

 
 
 
 
 

C. In 10-12 sentences explain 
how that Supreme Court 
changed present day schools, 
and how you have been 
affected personally by 
integrated (mixed) schools. 

 

III. Pretend you are a journalist that 
will be interviewing a Civil Rights 
historical figure. Choose one 
person from the list and create 5 
interview questions to learn what 
they were trying change. 

• Martin Luther King Jr. 

• Ruby Bridges 

• Sarah Mae Flemming 

• Septima Poinsett Clark 

• Esau Jenkins 

Mother (Nettie Hunt) and daughter (Nickie) sit on steps of 
the Supreme Court building on May 18, 1954, the day 
following the Court's historic decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education. Nettie is holding a newspaper with the headline 
"High Court Bans Segregation in Public Schools." 

List your options. 

Appetizer Entrée Desserts 
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